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ORDINANCE

AN ORDINA}ICE TO ESTABLI$IA}IISIORIC PRESERVATION COTdI\&SSION IN flIE
CTTY OF SPARTA AND IIANCOCK COUNTY TO PRO1IIDE FOR DESIGNAfiON OF
HISTORIC PROPERTIES OR HISTORiC DISTRICTS; TO PROVIDE FOR ISSUANCE OF
CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS; TO PROVIDE FOR AN APPEAIS
PROCEDURE TO REPEAI CONFILICTING ORDINAIICES; AND FOR orlIER
PURPOSES.

BE M ORDAINED BY TITE SFARTA CITY COLINCIL A"}.ID I{ANCOCK CO{,I}ITY
BOARD OF COI,&,trSSIONERS.

SECTION I

Purpose

In support and funherance of its findings ard determination that the historical, cultural and

aesthetic heritage ofllancock County alld the City of Sparta is among its most valued and
irnportant assets and that the preservatioo ofthis heritage is essential to the promotion of&e
healtlq prosperiry and general welfare of the people;

In order to stimulate revitalization ofthe business districts and historic neighborhoods and to
protect ald enhance local historio and aesthetic attractions to tourists and thereby promote and

stimulate business;

In order to enhance the opportunities for federal or state tax benefit3 urder relevani provisions
of federai or state law; ard

In order to provide for the designation, protecion, preservation and rehabilitation ofhistoric
properties and historic districts and to participate in federal or state programs to do the same;

The Sparta City Council and Hancock Counlr Board of Commissioners hereby declare it to b€

the purpose and inrent ofthis Ordinaace to establish a uniform procedure for use in providing
for the protection, enhancement, perpetuation and use ofplaces, districts, sites, buildings,
structures, objacts" and landscape fearures having a special historical, culnual or aesthetic
interest or value, in accordance rvith the provisions ofthe Ordinance.

SECTION I1

Definitions

"Building" - A building is a struoture created to shelter any form ofhuman activity,
such as a house, barrL churctL hotel or similar structure. Building may refer to a
historically related complex such as a courthouse and jail or a house and barn.
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]fenifqte of Appropriareness" - Means a document evidencing approva.l by the
Historic Preservation commission of an application to make a m-ateriar chaaie in the
apFearan"ce of a designated historic property or ofa property rocated within a-designated
historic districi.

'Exerior fuchitecturar Features" - Means the architectura! sfyre, general design andgeneral arrangement of the exterior of.a building struchne or orj.iL in"trair-6bJ *tIimited to the kind or texn'e of the buirding m#riut anJ ur" ryp" and styre of all
windows' doors, signs and orher appunenant architectrirar finiies, fea*i.i a.rJri 

",elements relative to the forgoing.

'Exterior Environmentar Features" - Means afl those aspects ofthe randscape orthe
development ofa site which afect the historic characteiofthe property.

'Tlistoric District" * Means a geographically definable are4 possessing a significant
concentrariorL linkagg or coninri.ty Lru;t.i !"ilJ;;r;-"t*"s or objects united by
fj-1:ll.t_:lytutically by plan or physical devetipment. A districimay also
compnse rndrvidual elements separated geographically but linked by association orhistory. A Historic District shari furtneimein an .r." durignutua by the sparta cirycouncil and Harcock.counqr Board of commissionerr .r iHrrtooil oirtrili p*suLt to
the criteria established in Section fV B ofthis Ordinance.

'Tlistoric Property" - Means an individuai building, struch{g sit", or object incruding
the adjacent area necessarv for the proper appr."iaiion tt 

"reoia"rignut"l 
ty tfr"ip.iu

City Council and Hancock County board oi'Commissioners as a historic properq,
pursuant to the criteria established in Section IV C ofthis Ordinance.

a\'Iaterial change in Appearance', - Means a change that will afect either the enerior
architectural or environmental features of.a historii prof"rqyor -y building, structure,site, object, or lardscape feature within a histori" AiiUli,i"i, 

"s,-
1, A reconstruction or alteration ofthe sizq. shape or fagade ofa historic property, r

::Ilt:::]"":llion of,any doors or window, o. ,"*or.l or alteration !f inv "
arctutechlral teatures, details or elements;

2. Demolition or relocation 6f a historic stru*ure;

3 . Commencement of excavation for constnrction purposes;

4. A change in the location ofadvenising visible from Lhe public right-of-way; or

5 The erectior; alteratioq restoration or removar or any buirdings or other structure
within a historic prolerty or district, inctuding walls, fenees, steps and pavemeotE orother appurtenant features.
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Object" - An object is a material thing of functional, aesthetic, cultural, historical or
scientific value that may be, by nature or desigrq movable yet related to a specilic setting
or environrnent.

"Sile' - A site is the location ofa significant event, a prehistoric or historical occupation
or activity, or a building or structure, whether standing, ruined, or vanished, where the
location itself maintains historical or archaeological value regardless ofthe value of aoy

existing structure

"structure" - A strusture is a work made up of interdependent and inter-related parts in
a definite pattem of organization. Constructed by maq it is often an engineering project
large in scale" "

SECTIONIII

Creation of a Historic ?reservation Commission

Creation of the Commission:

There is hereby created a commission whose title shall be "SPARTA/IIANCOCK
COLINTY ItrSTORIC PRESERVATTON COMMISSIOI{' (hereinaft er "Commission")

Commission Position within the City and Countv Governments:

The Cosrnission shall be part of the planning functions of Hancock County and the City
of Sparta

Commission Members: Number. Apoointment, Terms and Compensatio!:

The Commission shall consist of five (5) members appointed by the Mayor and the
County Commission Chair and ratified by the City Council and the Board of
Commissioners. All members shall be residents of Haneoek County and shall be
persons who have demonstrated special interest, experience or education in history,
architechrre or the preservatioo of historic resources.

To the extent available in the Counf and City, at least three (3) members shall be
appointed from among professionals in the disciplines ofarchitecturq history,
architectural history, planning, archaeology or related professions.

Members shall serve three-year terms. l'{embers may not serve more than two (2)
consecutive tems In orderto achieve staggered terms, initial appointments shall be:

one (1) member for one (l) year; two (2) members for two (2) years; and two (2)
members for three (3) years. Members shall not receive a salary, although tley may be
reimbursed for expenses.
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Srat*@at of Conrro:rygg}-poE,ef:

1. The Freservation Commission shall be authorized to:

a. Prepare and maintain aE inventory ofall property witl{n Hancock County and

the City of Sparta having the potential for designation as historic property;

b. Recommend to the Sparta City Comcil and the Haocock County Board of
Commissioners specifrc districts, sites, buildings, structures, or objects to be designated by.
ordinance as historic properties or histcric districts;

c. Review application for Certificates of Appropriateness, and grant or deny same '

in accorda*ce with the provisions efthis Ordinance;

d" Recommend to the Sparta City Council and the Hancock County Board of
Commissioners that the designation of any district site, buildiag structure or object as a
historie properry or as a historic district be revoked or removed;

e. Restore or preseRe atry historic properties aequired by l{aneock Counry or the
Ciry ofl Sparta;

f ?romote the acquisition by l{ancock Corrnry or $e City of Sparta offagade
easements and conservation easements, as apBropriate, in accordance with the provisions of
the Georgia Un.ifomt Conservation Eoseneat Ac! oJ 1992 (O"C.G.*, Section ul4-i0.1

though 5)

g. Conduct educational programs on historic properties located with the Coun$ or
City and on general historic preservation aetivities;

h. Make such iavestigation and studies of matters relating to historic preservation
including consultation with historic preservation experts, the Hancock County Board ol
Commissioners and the Sparta City Council or the Comrnission itself may, from time to
time, deem necessary or appropriate for the purposes of preserving historic resources;

i. Se;k out local, state, federal or private fuads for historic preservatiorq and make
recommendations to the Hancock County Board of Commissioners and the Sparta City
Council concern.ing the most appropriate uses ofany funds acquired;

j. Sub_mrl to the Historic Preservation Division of the Deparfment of Natural
R.esources a listothistoricpmperties of historic districts designated;

k. Perform historic presewation-';ctivih-es as the official agency ofthe Hancock
County and Sparta historic preservation program;

l. Emptoy persoirs, if necessary, to carry out the responsibilities of the
Commission;
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m. B,eeeive do ations, grants" funds, or gifts of historic propen? and acqiiire and sell
historie praperties" The Freservarion Cc*rnissica shall not <;bligate Haneo€k Courrty or tl'i*
City of Sparta without prior eonsenr.

n. Keview and rilake comments to t!:e l{s;oric Freserva.tlon Division of,tiie
Department ofNafural Resources ccncendng'r.he no;-ninarion *f,properties within its
jurisdiction to the l{ational llegister ofHistoric Plaees; and

o, Farticipate ia private, state and federal historie preservation programrs and wittr
Lhe consents of the Hancock County Eoard of Com-,nissionsrs and the Sparta City Couneil,
entrer inio agreements to do the same.

Commission's Power to Adspt R.ules ard Stardards:

1 . Ttre Freservation Commissicn shall adopt rules and standards for the transaction of
its business and for consideration ofappiication for designation of Certificates of
Appropriateness, such as by-iaws, removal cfn:embership provisiorq and design
guidelines and eriteria. The Preservation Commissicn shall have the flexibility to
adopt rules and standards without amendment to this Ordinance. The Commission
shall provrde for tle time and piaoe of regular meetinqs and a method for the ealling
of special rneetings. The Comn'iission shall select sueh officers as it deems
appropriate frorn ar.nong its members. A quorum shall consist of a rnajority cf the
rnembers.

Conflict oflnterest:

i. The Commission shall be subject to all conflict of interest laws set f,ofih in Georgia
Statues and in the Hancoelc Cr:unty and the City ofsparta Charters.

Comllission's Auttfurrity to Receive lunding Bon"r l/adous Sources:

i, The Commission shall hrave the authority to accept donaticns and shatl ensure that
these funds do not displace appropnated governmental funds.

E ecorrls ofeommission Meeti!*es:

,4. publie record shall be kept afthe Comr*ission resolution, proceedings a.nd aetions.

SECTTOI.{ ry

&ecommendation aird Desi.qnation of F{istoric DistricLs and Fropeties

Ereliminarv Research by.the Commission:
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1. Commission's Mandate to Conduct a $urvey of l,ocal Hislorical Resources: the

Commission shall compile and cotlect information and conduct surveys of historlc
resources within the City of Sparta and Hancock County.

2. Commission's Power to Recommend Districts and Buildings to the Hancock County
Board of Commissioners and the Sparta City Council for Desigoation: The
Commission shall present to the Hancock Coung Board of Commissioners and the
Sparta City Council recommendations for historic districts and properties

3. Commission's Documentation of Proposed Designationi Pdor to the Commission's
recommendation ofa historic district or historic property to the Hancock County
Board of Commissioners and the Spana City Couneil for designatiort the
Commission shall prepare a Report for Nomination consisting of;

a. a physical descriptiog

b. a statement ofthE historica.l, cultural, architectural and/or aesthetic significance;

c. a map showing distriet boundaries and classification (i.e. contributing non-
contributing) of individual properties thereirl or showing boundaries of
individual historic properties; and

d. representativephotographs.

Desienation of a Ffistoric District:

1. Criteria for selection ofhistoric districts: A historic distria is a geographically
defi'nable area, which coatains buildings, structures, sites, objects, and landscape
features or a combination thereo{ which:

a. has special character of special historic,/aesthetic value or interest;

b. represenits one ormoreperiodg styles or types ofarchitecture typical ofone or
more eras in the history olthe municipality, county, state or regron; and

c. causes such area, by reason of such factors, to consdtute a visibly perceptible
section ofthe municipality or county.

Boundaries of a Historic District: Boundaries of a Historic District shall be included
in the separate ordinances designating such districts and shall be shown on the
Official Zoning Map of Hancock County and the City of Sparta.

Evaluation of propenies within Historic Districts: Individual properties within
historic districts shall be classifi^ed as:

a. Conuibuting (contributes to the district);

B.
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b. Non-coorributing (does not contribute to the district, as provided for in B. i.)

U. DesienatioE ofla Historic Propeny.

r . Gliiiioi selection of fiistoric f rofirtlis, 
- 

X iisioric properry is a building;
structurg sitg or objed including the adjacent area nec;ss;ry ior the propei
appreciation or use thereoq deemed worthy of preserv-uion by reason ofvalue to the.
Natioq Hancock countSr or the city ofspart4 orthe state oaceorgia for one of the
following reasons:

a* it is an outstanding example ofa stnrcture repreeatative ofits er4

b. it is one ofthe {Ew remaining examples ofa past architectural style;

c. it is a place or struchre associated with aa event or perssns of historic or eultural
significance to Hancock County orthe City ofspan4 State of Georgia, orthe
region; or

d. it is the site of natural or aesthetic ioterest that is continuing to contribute to the
'culnral or historicai development and heritage oftne rnuni-*patity, county, state
or region

D. 4lguryments for Adoptins an fu s and
Historic Prooerties:

l. Application for Designatibn ofFfistoric Distriets ofproperFy: Designations may be
p_roposed by the Hancock County Board of Commissioners aad the Sparta City
Council, the Commissioq or:

a. for hGtrifrc distrias- a historical society" neighborbood association or grcup of
properfy owners rnay apply to the Commission for desigcation;

b. for historicpropertie! - a historical sociery, neighborhood association or
property owner may apply to the Commission for designation.

2 Required iomponents ofaDesignation ordioance: Any ordinance designating any
property or district as historic shall:

a. Iisqeagh_prggirtj in a proposed historic district ofdescribe the proposed
individual historic properryl

b. set forth the name(s) of,theowner(s) ofthe designated property or properties;
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c, require that a Certificate ofAppropriateness be obtained &om the Commission
prior to a.sy rnateriat change in appearance ofthe designated property; aad

d. require that the pro$erty or district be shown o-a the Official ZoningMapsof the

Cityof Sparta and !{ancock County and kept as a public record to provide notice

--::*l;':#;: rhe commission and tha Hancock counry Board or
Commissioners or the Sparta City Council shall hold a public hearing oo ary
proposedordinauceforthedesignationofanyhistoricdistrictolptoPerty.Notireof
the hearing shall be published in at least thLree (3) conseortive issues in the prirciple
newspaper oflocal circulatio4 and written notice ofthe hearing sha.ll be mailed by
the commission to all owners and occupaots oflsuch properties. All such notices

shall be published or mailed not less than ten (10) nor more than twenty (20) days
prior to the date set for the public hearing. A notice sent via the United States mail
to the last-known owner ofthe propertli shown on the City or County tax digest and

a notice sent via attention ofthe oecupant shall constitute legal notification to the

owner and occupant under this ordinance.

Notifcatioo of Historic Presenation Division: No less than thirty (30) days priorto
making a recommendation on any ordinance designaling a propeny or district as

historic, the Commission rnum submit the repot, required in Section fV.A3, to the
Ilistoric Preservation Division of the Departrnert of Natr.Iral Resources.

ReCopmendations on Proposed Designations: A recommendation to affirrq modift
or withdraw the proposed ordinance for designation shall be made by the
Commission within fifteen (15) days following the Public Hearing and shall be in
the forn ofa resbtiition to the Hancock County Board of Commissioners and the
Sparta City Council.

Elancoclc County Board of Commissioners and the Sparta City Couacil Actions on
the Commission's Recommendation: Following receipt of the Commission
recommendatiorg the Hancock County Board of Commissioners and the Sparta City
Council may adopt the ordinance as proposed, may adopt the ordinance with any
amendments they deem necessary, or rejeu the ordinarce-

Notification of Adoption of Ordinance for Designation: Within thinry (30) days

following the adoption of the ordinance for designation by the Hancock Coumy
Boardof Commissioners and the Sparta City Council. the owners and occupaots of
eac[designated historfc propertry,-and tfte owners and occupants ofeach stnrcture,
site orwork ofart locared within a designated historic district, shall be given written
notificationof such designatioa by the Hancock County Board of Commissioners
and the Sparta City Council, which notice shall apprise said owners and occupants of
the necessity ofobtaining a Certificate of Appropriateness prior to undenaking any

material change in appearance olthe historic property desiBnated or within the

historic district designated. A notice sent via the United States mail to the last-

4.

5,

6.

If



i

r
known owner ofthe property shown on the City or County tax digest and a notice
sent via United States fuIail shall coostitute legal notification tc the o$ner and
occupant under this ordinance,

Notification of Other Agencies Regarding Designation: The Commission shall
noti$ all necessary agencies within the Hancock County and the City of Sparta of
the ordinance for designarion.

Moratorirum on Appliiations for Alteration or Demolition while Ordimnce for
Designation is Pending: Ifan ordinance for designation isbeing considered, the
Commission shall have the power to freeze the status ofthe involved property.

SECTION V

Application to Preservation Commission for Certificate of Appropriateness

Approval of Material Change in Appearance in Historic Districts or Involdng Historie
Prooerties:

After the designation by ordinance ofla historic properqr ofa historic districg no
material ohange in the appearance ofsuch historic propeny, or ofa contributing or nor-
contributing building stnrcnrre, site or object within sucir historic district, shall be made
or be permitted to be made by the owner or occupant thereof unless or until the
application for a Cenificate ofApprcpriateness has been submitted to and approved by
the Commission. A tsuilding Permit shall not be issued without a Certificate of
Appropriateness.

Subgrission of Plans to Corunission:

An Application for a Certificate ofAppropriateness shall be accompanied by drawiqgs,
photographs, plans and documentation required by the Commission.

Interior Alterations:

In its review ofapplications for Certificates of Appropriateness, thqCommission shall
not consider interior arrangement or use having no effect on exlerior architectural
features.

Technical Advice:

The Commission sball have the power to seek technical advice frorn oBtside its members
on any application.

Public Hearines on Aoplications for Cenificates of Appropriateness. Notices. and Rieht
to Be Heard:

B.
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fie Commission.shall hold a public hearing at which each proposed Certificate of
Approp@teness is discussed. Notice of the hearing shall be published in the principai
newspaper of,local circulation in the city or county and written notice ofthe hearing
shall be mailed by the Commission to all owners and occupants ofthe subject property.
The written and published notice shall be provided in the same menfler and rime Same
as notices are providfr:06fri5'i-pir$fieEEihng fdir-izonine.

The Commission shall give thc property owner anddr applicant an opportunity to be
heard at &e Certificate ofAppropriateness hearing.

Acceotable Commission Reaction to Apolications for Certificate of Appropriateness:

Commission Action: The commission may approve the Certificate of Appropriateness
as proposed, approve the Certificate of Appropriateness with any modifications it deems
necessary, or reject it.

1 . Tbe Commission shall approve the application and issue a Certificate of
Appropriateness.if-it. finds that.the. proposed material change(s) in the appearance
would not have a substantial adverse effest oathe aesthetig historic, or architech:ral
significaf ce and value of the historic property or the historic district. In making this
determination, the Commission shall consider, in addition to any other pertinent
factors, fEii dlowing crfterii for each of,the foltowing acts:

a. Reconstruction, AJteratiorl New Construction orRenovatios:

The Commission shall issue Certificates of Appropriateness for the above
proposed actions ifthose actions conform in desigrq scale, building materials,
setback and site features, and to the Secretary oflnterior's Standards for
Rehabilitation and Gr:idelines for Rehabilitating liistoric Buildings.

b. Relocation: A Decision by the Commission approving or denying a Certificate
of Afpropriateness for the relocation of a. building; stn:cnEE or object shall be
guided by:

1. tlit historic character and aesthetic interest the brrilditr& structure or object
contributes ts ils present setting.

' 2. w&irel ttrere ait defi'nite glaqs-&r.the,area to be vacate{ and what the effect
ofthose plans on the character ofthe surrounding area will be.

3. whether the building, strucrure orobject can be moved without significant
damage to its physical integrity.

4. whethei the proposed relocation area is compatible with the historical and
architectural character of the building structure, site or object.

F.



i;

G,

,De:i"i(rlhion": A decision by the Comrnission alproving or denyiag { Certifieate
ofAppropriateness lor thedemolidor dfbuildings, structures, sites, tresqjudged.

"1fu be 50 years otrd ciffifder, or objects shall be guided by:

1. tlie'historig, scenic or architectural signiiicaoce ofthe building strucrure,
site, tree or object.

2. the importance ofthe building a-"n rq !it", t 
"q 

or object to the ambiaaee
ofa district.

3. the difficulty or the impossibility ofreproducing such a building strusfure,
sitq tree, or object because ofits desig4 texnrre, material, detail, or unique
location-

4. whether the building; structure, site, tree, or object is one ofthe last "

remaining examples of its kind in the ueighborhood or the city/counry.

5. whether there are definite plans for use ofthe property ifthe proposed
demolition is carried out, and what the effect ofthose plans on ths charucter
ofthe surrounding area would be.

6. wba[# reasonablE measlres can be takea to save the builrling, structffe,
site, tree, or object Aom collapse.

7. wiethed the building, structr.rg site, tree' or object is cipableofearaing
reasonable economic Jetum on its value.

Undue Hardship:

Wherq by reason ofunusual circumstances, the strict application of any provision ofthis
Ordinance would result. ia the excepticnal practicai diEculty or undue economic
hardship upon arty owner ofa specific proper_lr, thc Commissio4 in passing upon
applications, shall have the powerto vary or modify strict provisions. so as to relieve
such difficulty or hardship; provided such variances, modifications interpretations shall
remain in harmony with the general purpose ald intent ofsaid provisions, so that the
architechrral or his;torical integrity, or character ofthe propeny, shall be conserved and
suhstantial justice done. In granting variances, the commissior may impose such
reasonable and additional sipulations and conditicns as will, in its judgement, best
fulfill the purpose ofthis Ordinance. An undue hardship shall not be a situation ofthe
person's own making.

Deadlins foi Approval or Rejeqtion of4pplicstion for Ceffificate of Appropriateness:H.
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i. Tlre Commission shall approve or reject an application for a Certificate of
Appropriateness within forty-five (45) days afier the filing thereofby the owner or
occupant ofa historic property, or of a building structure, sile, or objcct located
within a historic district. Evidence ofapproval sha.ll be by a Certificate of
Appropriateness issued by the Commission. Notice of the issuance or denial of a
Cenificate of Appropriateaess shall be sent by United States mail to the applicant
and all other persons who have requested such notice in writing filed with the
Comrnission.

2. Failuie-af the Commission to act within said forly-five (45) days shall constitute
approval, and no other evidence ofapproval shall be needed.

Necessary Action to be Taken bv Commission upon Reiection of Application for
Certifi cate of AoEepriateness:

i. Ia the event the Commission rejects an applicatioq il shall state its reasons for doing
so, aad shall uaasmit a record ofsuch actions and reasons, in writing to the
applicant. The commission may suggest alternative courses ofaction it thinks
proper if it disapproves of the application submitted- The applicant, if he or she so
dqsires, may make modifications to the plans and may resubmit the application at
any time a.fter doing so"

2. Ia iases where thE apFlication covers a material change in the appearaoce ofa
stnrcture which would require the is*rance of a buiiding permit, the rejection of the
application for a Certificate of Appropriateness by the Comrnission shall be binding
upon the building inspector or other administrative officer charged with issuing
building permits and, in such a case, no building permit sball be issued.

Requirement olConformance with Certificate of Aooropriateness:

l. AII work performed pursuant to an issued Certificate of Appropriateness shall
conform to the requirements of such certificate. In ihe event work is performed nat
in accordance with such certificate, the Commission shall issue a cease and desist
order and all work shall cease.

2. The Co-qr_nibsioo and the Hancock County Board of Comrnissioners and the Sparta
City Councit shall be au&orizedto instinrte any appropriate action or proceeding in
a court ofcompetentjurisdiction to prevent ary material change in appearance ofa
designated historic property or historic district, except those charges made in
compliance with theprovisions ofthis ordinance orto prevent ar:ry illegal act or
conduct with respect to such historic property or historic district.

Certificate of Appropriateness Void if Constructian not Cornmenced:

J.
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A Certificate of Appropriatencss shall become void unless coastructioa is commeaced
s,i*hin six (6) montfis of date of issuance. Certiflcate of Approptiateness shall be issued

for a period of eighteen (18) months and are renewable.

Reqordinq an Appiication for Certificate of ADtrgEliat€BS:

The Commission shalt keep a public record ofall applications for Cenificates of
Appropriateness, and or all the Commission's proceedings in connection with said
application,

Acouisition of Propertv:

The Commissioa may, where such action is authorized by the Hancock County Baard of
Commissioners and the Sparta Ciry Council and is reasonably necessary or appropriate
for the preservation ofa unique historic propertjr, enter into aegotiations with the owner
for the acquisition by gft, purchasq exchange, or otherwise, to the property or any
iaterest therein.

Aopeals:

Any person adversely affected by any determination made by tie Commission relative
to the issuarce or denial ofa Certificate of Appropriateness my appeal zuch
determination to the Hancock County Board of Commissioners or the Sparta City
Council. Any such appeal must be filed with the Hancock County Board of
Commissioners or the Sparta City Council within fifteen (15) days after the issuanee of
the determination pursuant to Section V.H1 of this Ordinance or, in &e case of a failure
of the Commission to act, within fifteen ( 15) days of the expiration of the forty-five (45)
day period allowed for the Commission action, Section V.H 2 of this Ordinance.
Appeals for properties within the City of Sparta shall be made to the Sparta City
Council. Appeals for property outside of the City of Sparta shall be made to The
Ilancock County Board of Commissioners. The Hancock County Board of
Commissioners or the Sparta City Council may approvq modi$, or reject the
determination made by the Commission, it the goveming body finds that the
Commission abused its discretion in reaching its decision. Appeals from decisions of
the Hanoock County Board of Commissioners or the Spana City Council may be taken
to the Superior Court ofHancock County in the manner provided by law for appeals
from conviction for the Hancock County or the City ofSparta ordinance violaiions.

SECTION VI

Mairitenance ofHistoric Properties and Buildine artd Zoning Code Provi$gns

Ordinar.v Maintenance or Reoei!



14

Ordinary Maintenanee or repat of any exterior architectural or environrnental leature in
or on a historic property ta cotrect dAerior-atrbrl {e-qay, orto sustain the existing fore,
atrd that does not involve a material change ia desigg material or oiiGi iiiiErance
thereof does not rcquire a Certificate of Appropriateness.

Failure to Provide Ordinary Maintenance or Repair:

Properly owners of historic properties or pmperties within historic districts shall not '

allow their buildings to deteriorate by flailing to provide ordinary maintenance or repair.
The Commission shall be charged with the following responsibilities regarding
deterioration by neglect.

l. The Commission shall monitor the condition of historic propedies and exisring
buildings in historic districts to determine if they are being allowed to deteriorate by
neglect. Such conditions as broken windows, doors aad exterior openings which
allow the elements and vermin to enter, ortho deterioration ofa build.ings strucrural
system shall constitute failure to provide ordinary mairterxEce or repair_

2. In the event the Commission determines a failure to provide ordinary maintrnance or
repair, the Commission will noti$ the orraer of the property and set forth the steps
which need t6 be taken to remedy th€ situation. The owner o[such property will
have thirty (30) days in which to do this.

3. In the event that the condition is oot reflredied in thirty (38) days, the owner shalt be
punished as provided in Section VII ofthis Ordinance and, at the direction ofths
Hancock County Board of Commissioners and ths Sparta City Councif'tfief
Corirmission may perform zuch maintenance or repair as is necessary to prevent
deterioralioo by neglect, The owner ofthe property shall be liable for the cost of
such maintenance and repair performed by the Commission.

A.firmation of Existing Building and Zonine Codes:

Nothing in this Ordinance shall be constructed as to exempt property owners from
eomplying with existing City or County building and zoning codes, nor prevent any
property owner from making any use ofthis property not prohibited by other statutes,
ordinances or regulations.

T
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SECTIONvII

Penaltv Provisions

Violations ofany provisions ofthis Ordinance shall be punished in the same manner as
provided for punishment ofviolations of validly enacted ordinances ofHancock county orthe
Cirir of Spana.
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SECTION }II

Severabiliw

tr4 rhe event tlat any sectioq subsectiorq ser*ence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance
shall be declared or adjudged invalid or unconstitutionat such adjunction shall in manner a$ect
the other sections, sentences, clauses, or phrases ofthis Ordipance, which shall remain in full
force and effest, as ifthe section, subsectiog sentence, clause or phrase so declared or adjudged
invalid of unconsitutional were not originally pafi thereofl

SECTIOND(

Repeaier

All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conllict with this Ordinance are hereby
repealed.



SECTION X

EffectiyqDatr

This Ordinance shall become efective on , _ !q!gbq!_27:o_1999 ,,,_. -

THERFORE BE IT RESOL\fED, that the Hancock County Board of Commissiooers
and the Sparta City Council do hereby ordain, resolve and enact foregoing Historic Preservation
Commission Ordinance for the City of Sparta and Harcock Counry.

Adopted this 27Lh day of pcToBEh . 1i9g_.

Date of, Implementation: 27t]r" day of Oc lober 1999

ifr

APPRO1IED:

SPARTA CJTY COTINCIL

APPRO\€D:

I*{].ICOCK C OLJ]{TY B CARD
OI COlv[\,fiSSiONERS

ev:/*flou@

ATTEST:
// c-2 e,-,4,4W

(City Clerk)

-*, di:
(Courqi Clerk)


